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THE BEST FRIENDS YOU MIGHT EVER HAVE
 
No doubt it is the love of dogs that brought us all 

to the place we are now along with the edge of 
competitiveness, or maybe we were even born into it, but 
I believe what keeps us in the game is something entirely 
different. 

How many of us call our friends before entering 
a show to find out who else is going, who they are 
bringing and who we can room with before ever placing 
our entries.  It often brings me back to a time when I 
would call my best friend in High School to find out what 
they were wearing to a dance or party, how they were 
doing their hair and who they were in love with that 
week. 

If not for the relationships we have developed 
and molded, would we keep playing this game?  Who do 
we call when we have a doggie dilemma?  Our doggie 
friends of course.  It doesn’t matter if you want to train 
your field dog and need a buddy to throw the bird or you 
are trying to find that Mr. Perfect for your girl who will 
be ready to breed next week, month or year, you call your 
friends. 

Soon they become the same people that you call 
when you have a terrible day at work or to share a 
particular success in your life, and amazingly, those 
things might not even have anything to do with a dog, 
EEK??? 

Lets not forget even the importance of doggie 
friends we have never met ?!? What about our internet 
friends?  How many of us have been brought some sense 
of comfort when e-friends have shared kind words at the 
loss of our beloved pet, or helpful information when one 
has become ill, and lets not forget the thrill of an email 
congratulating us on having some small or large hand in a 
certain dogs big day?  I have found that I have been so 
close to some of these people that before we ever met 
(and some I still haven’t met) I knew we would be the 
best of friends. 

So think about it, who is the last person that you 
chat with on the phone or converse with on the computer 
before you go to bed and who is the first one in the 
morning? Chances are pretty good its one of your 
‘doggie’ friends, and how much richer are we for that?   

So though ‘dogs may be mans best friend’, I 
know with out a doubt that this game I play would not 
nearly be as much fun without the friends I have made 
along the way  ☺ 

             Jacqueline Morasco, Newsletter Editor 
 

In this issue of Tail Waggers 
 
Page 1- Board Members / Mission statement 
Page2-  The Best Friends You Might Ever Have 
Page 3- Message from the President 
Page 4- Brags  
Page 5- Details from the cover page  
Page 6- Puppy Referral info/ If I didn’t have dogs 
Page 7– Pain Is Not Good / Article by Dr.Rumore 
Page 8– Members Spotlight 
Page 9- Dog friendly vacation location 
Page 10- meeting minutes 
Page 11- meeting minutes continued 
Page 12- March meeting minutes   
Page 13- march meeting minutes cont. 
Page 14- For Sale Corner 
 
 
 

 



 3

 
FGCGRC PRESIDENT’S 

MESSAGE 
MARCH/APRIL 2008 

 
 
 
As I sit here and type my President’s 
Message for our newsletter I have a big 
smile on my face.  So much has 
happened in the past year; our club is 
becoming more of a reality each day, my 
family is doing well (which a year ago I 
couldn’t say), my work is challenging 
but rewarding, I have wonderful friends 
that I love dearly and I’ve actually put a 
few points on a dog myself!   
 
It’s strange, I thought I’d be over the top, 
elated beyond words the first time I got 
“the finger” from the judge and was 
chosen as the winner.  I was happy, 
don’t get me wrong but within a 
nanosecond my “goal bar” was raised 
and I wanted to win the breed.  What’s 
wrong with us?  Why are we never 
satisfied?  I have my first breed 
Champion at home and I love him like 
no other but I have to say when I got the 
call from Jane that he was finished, I 
was a bit let down.  The ride was over.  
It was short and sweet but the panic set 
in.  Now what do I do? 
 
Well I think I have the answer and the 
proof was certainly in the pudding last 
weekend at the Everglades Specialty!  
We revel in the success of our friends.  
We share their ride, and share our ride 
with them.  We lean on each other, learn 
from each other, help each other and 
whoop it up when they do well!  It 
makes the shows so much fun and such a 
positive experience for everyone! 
 
I told several of my friends last weekend 
that if they ever catch me seething in 

negativity, crabbing non-stop or just 
plain being mean all the time to shake 
me violently and tell me to get the heck 
out of dodge.  Seriously, we all know a 
few people that are just plain miserable 
all the time while they are showing dogs.  
We all do this because we want to win.  
We are all competitive, no doubt.  But 
why play the game if it’s not fun? 
 
So on that note, I want to send GREAT 
BIG CONGRATS to all the winners at 
the Everglades Specialty!  The club put 
on a wonderful event, in spite of a few 
last minute challenges and I want to 
thank them for a great weekend!  My 
friends did well and I cheered them on.  
Isn’t that what it’s all about? 
 
Until next time, 
Julie 

 
Pictured above is Julie and Theresa 

Bradley excitedly watching as Destin 
(Ch. Destined For Questan) is awarded 
BOS on April 12th, 2008 in Perry GA. 
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MEMBER BRAGS 
  
    
Saffire's BlackMail  (Can/Am Ch 
Kalar's Four Paw Drive X Saffire 
Gentlemen Puffer Blondz) went Best of 
Opposite in Sweeps at the Everglades 
Specialty on March 7, 2008 under 
Judge:  Joan Cleary from the 9-12 
puppy dog class.  This was Slick's first 
time in the ring and we were just 
thrilled with this young boy.  B/O:  
Sheree Melhuish and Haley Whitcomb 
- handled exclusively by Haley 
Whitcomb.   
  
Amberwood's Tazmanian Devil  
(Sanpiper's Top-Flite X Am/Can Ch 
Amberwood's Marrakesh Express) aka 
Taz at 13 years and 2 months took the 
12+  Veteran Class.  This was Taz's 
first day in the ring in over 10 years and 
he enjoyed every second of it.  It was 
very special and emotional  for us since 
Taz was Haley's first Junior 
Showmanship dog and the reason that 
we show and breed dog's today.  He 
enjoyed his fun time playing showdog 
and now is back home freestacking in 
the kitchen looking for more "treats".   
  
 

How Much is That Doggie in Window??? 
 
How much is that doggie in the window? 
(arf! arf!) 
The one with the waggley tail 
How much is that doggie in the window? 
(arf! arf!) 
I do hope that doggie's for sale  
 
I must take a trip to California  
And leave my poor sweetheart alone  
If he has a dog, he won't be lonesome  
And the doggie will have a good home  
 
How much is that doggie in the window? 
(arf! arf!) 
The one with the waggley tail 
How much is that doggie in the window? 
(arf! arf!) 
I do hope that doggie's for sale  
 
I read in the paper there are robbers 
(roof! roof!) 
With flashlights that shine in the dark 
My love needs a doggie to protect him 
And scare them away with one bark  
 
I don't want a bunny or a kitty  
I don't want a parrot that talks  
I don't want a bowl of little fishies      
He can't take a goldfish for a walk  
 
How much is that doggie in the window? 
(arf! arf!) 
The one with the waggley tail 
How much is that doggie in the window? 
(arf! arf!) 
I do hope that doggie's for sale  
I do hope that doggie's for sale 
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The apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree! 

 
Michele and Nate Whitney 
couldn’t have been prouder 
the day when “Sky” Boca 

Gold’s The Sky’s The Limit 
went Winners Bitch and BOS 
and her father “Solo” Boca 
Gold’s One And Only went 

Winners Dog and BOW at the 
Boca Raton dog shows in 

February 2008. 
 

No professionals needed 
‘thank you’, Nate handled 

father and daughter to their 
wins rooted on by mom 

‘Michele’ on the sidelines! 
 

Both dogs are owned, loved 
and bred by Michele and 

Nate, groomed by Michele 
and presented to perfection by 

Nate himself. 
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FGCGRC 
 Offers  

PUPPY REFERAL 
 

If you are a member in good standing with 
FGCGRC and would like to list a litter please 

supply us with the following: 
 

OFA, Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (or 
foreign equivalent such as OVC) "Fair, Good, 
Excellent" hips and "Normal" elbows for both 

sire and dam.  
 

CERF clearance for eyes free from disease for 
both sire and dam. This needs to be dated within 

12 months of the breeding. 
 

Heart clearance for heart free from disease for 
both sire and dam. 

 
A check made out to FGCGRC for $50 (this 

amount is split equally between FGCGRC and the 
rescue of your choice). 

 
Please mail copies of all this information to one of 

our coordinators: 
 

Kristen Spius 
PO Box 94 

Morriston, FL 32668 
352-528-0539 

 
Natalie Willis 

3819 Harrogate Drive 
Valrico, FL 33594  

813-643-4237 
 

 

IF I DIDN”T HAVE DOGS 
 

I could walk around the yard barefoot in safety.  
  

My house could be carpeted instead of tiled and laminated.  
  

All flat surfaces, clothing, furniture, and cars would be free of hair.  
  

When the doorbell rings, it wouldn't sound like a kennel.   
  

When the doorbell rings, I could get to the door without wading through 
fuzzy bodies who beat me there.  

  
I could sit on the couch and my bed the way I wanted, without taking into 

consideration how much space several fur bodies would need to get 
comfortable.  

  
I would have money ....and no guilt to go on a real vacation.  

  
I would not be on a first-name basis with 6 veterinarians, as I put their 

yet unborn grand kids through college.  
   

The most used words in my vocabulary would not be: out, sit, down, come, 
no, stay, and leave him/her/it ALONE.  

  
My house would not be cordoned off into zones with baby gates or 

barriers.  
  

My house would not look like a day care center, toys everywhere.  
  

My pockets would not contain things like poop bags, treats and an extra 
leash.  

  
I would no longer have to Spell the words B-A-L-L, F-R-I-S-B-E- E,  

W-A-L-K, T-R-E-A-T, B-I-K-E, G-O, R-I-D-E  
  

I would not have as many leaves INSIDE my house as outside.  
  

I would not look strangely at people who think having ONE dog/cat ties 
them down too much.  

  
I'd look forward to spring and the rainy season instead of dreading 

"mud" season.  
  

I would not have to answer the question "Why do you have so many 
animals?" from people who will never have the joy in their lives of 

knowing they are loved unconditionally by someone as close to an angel 
as they will ever get.  

  
How EMPTY my life would be!  
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PAIN IS NOT GOOD 
Written by Dr.Rumore 

 
Pain control in animals is a relatively 

recent occurrence; just 20 years ago the 
common wisdom was that pain was a 
necessary, and even a good thing, after a 
surgery or other painful procedure. The thought 
that decreased movement due to pain would aid 
in healing seemed logical, but recently this has 
proved to be completely false. Human studies 
have shown that pain control can decrease 
morbidity (illness) and mortality (death) 
significantly- as much as 30%. Why is this true?-
the answer requires a little physiology. 
 

Pain is caused by two general pathways. 
Nerves can directly conduct pain, which is called 
nociception. This occurs immediately as you 
burn your hand or hit your funny bone. Pain can 
also occur secondary to inflammation, such as 
when an infected wound hurts, or your twisted 
ankle throbs. Inflammatory mediators, such as 
prostaglandins, cause swelling, pain and  blood 
vessels to dilate. What we now know is that 
these two pathways work synergistically, or 
multiply each other. The nerve pain heightens 
the inflammation, and the inflammation 
heightens the nerve pain. Inflammation 
decreases healing- so by controlling pain we can 
decrease healing time. 
 

Pain in an individual also causes effects 
on other organs as well. The adrenal glands, for 
instance, release large amount of cortisone and 
epinephrine in response to pain. These “stress 
hormones” can be measured, and is how we 
know that many of the most stoic, non-reactive 
dogs are still in significant discomfort; they are 
just much better at hiding it. This cortisone then 
causes slowing of tissue growth, muscle loss 
and suppresses the immune system. Therefore 
excess pain leads specifically to delayed healing 
and a greatly increased risk of infection. 
 

Pain also increases the metabolic rate, 
both generally and locally. Unfortunately, the 
local increase in metabolism is not sustainable, 
and leads to a local metabolic exhaustion. 
Without enough resources, healing again is 
significantly delayed, and the rate if infection 
increases. 

 
Pain is obviously physically detrimental, 

but some pet owners would rather wait and see 
if their pet has pain after surgery, and then treat 
it only if necessary. This “wait and see” 
approach fails for two reasons- the first is that 
study after study has shown that even the most 
intuitive owners cannot always detect pain in 
their pets, especially in stoic dogs such as 
retrievers. Pain scores according to owners and 
blood stress hormone levels seldom match after 
a painful procedure such as a surgery. These 
blood stress hormone levels always drop after 
the administration of pain killers, despite the fact 
that owners notice no difference outwardly. 
Secondly, once pain has started, it is much more 
difficult to control. Inflammation that has started 
takes time to resolve, stress hormones have 
already been released, and nerves undergo a 
process called “wind-up,” where they become 
extra sensitized to pain, and react much more to 
much less stimulus. After inflammation and 
nerve wind-up have occurred, it takes a much 
higher dose of medication to reduce the pain. 
Preventative pain management prevents the 
large doses of medication needed to play catch-
up. 
 

But won’t a pain free dog be more active, 
and therefore have a higher incidence of 
problems post surgically? Study after study has 
shown this not to be true and that the rate of 
complication is hugely increased without pain 
management. While discomfort may prevent 
some activity, the complications from pain and 
inflammation greatly outweigh these minor 
benefits. If activity must be restricted, sedation 
or management such as leash walking is 
needed, but pain is not theproper tool to prevent 
activity. 
 

It is distressing to think that for decades, 
pets went through surgery and suffered, to the 
detriment of their own health, because we did 
not know any better. Pain leads to greatly 
delayed healing, increased infection rates, and 
an increased chance of illness and death. 
Luckily we live in a time when we know that 
proper pain control after surgery is not only 
kinder, but wiser as well. 
 

FLORIDA GULF COAST GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB                            
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You have a kiddie wading pool in the yard, but no small children.  

Lintwheels are on your shopping list every week.  
You have baby gates permanently installed at strategic places around the house, but no babies.  

The trash basket is more or less permanently installed in the kitchen sink, to keep the dog out of it 
while you're at work.  

You refer to yourselves as Mommy and Daddy.  
Your dog sleeps with you.  

Poop has become a source of conversation for you and your spouse.  
You can't see out the passenger side of the windshield because there are nose-prints all over the 

inside.  
You have 32 different names for your dog. Most make no sense, but she understands.  

Your dog eats cat poop, but you still let her kiss you (but not immediately afterward, of course).  
You like people who like your dog. You despise people who don't.  

You carry dog biscuits in your purse or pocket at all times.  
You talk about your dog the way other people talk about their kid.  

You sign and send birthday/anniversary/Christmas cards from your dog.  
You put an extra blanket on the bed so your dog can be comfortable.  

You'd rather stay home on Saturday night and cuddle your dog than go to the movies with your 
sweetie.  

You go to the pet supply store every Saturday because it's one of the very few places that lets 
you bring your dog inside, and your dog loves to go with you.  

You open your purse, and that big bunch of baggies you use for pick-ups pops out.  
You get an extra-long hose on your shower-massage just so you can use it to wash your dog in 

the tub, without making the dog sit hip-deep in water.  
You and the dog come down with something like flu on the same day.  

Your dog sees the vet while you settle for an over-the-counter remedy from the drugstore.  
Your dog is getting old and arthritic, so you go buy lumber and build her a small staircase so she 

can climb onto the bed by herself.  
Your license plate or license plate frame mentions your dog.  

You don't think it's the least bit strange to stand in the back yard chirping "Meg, pee!" over and 
over again, while Meg tends to play and forget what she's out there for (but what your neighbors 

think of your behavior is yet another story).  
You match your furniture/carpet/clothes to your dog.  

You have your dog's picture on your office desk (but no one else's).  
You lecture people on responsible dog ownership every chance you get.  
You skip breakfast so you can walk your dog in the morning before work.  

You are the only idiot walking in the pouring rain because your dog needs her walk.  
You don't go to happy hours with co-workers any more because you need to go home and see 

your dog.  
Your friend's dog acts as Best Dog at your wedding.  

Your weekend activities are planned around taking your dog for a hike (both days).  
You keep an extra water dish in your second-floor bedroom, in case your dog gets thirsty at night 

(after all, her other dish is way down on the first floor...). 

FLORIDA GULF COAST GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB                            

This months member in the spotlight
 Trish Becraft 

I am originally from New York, something you can tell the moment I open my 
mouth to speak! However, I’ve lived in South Florida since 1979. Currently, I live in 
Southwest Ranches, a small town, horse-loving community, with my husband, Rick 
and our youngest son, Brian.  We have 4 children, two pre-teen grandsons, and our 
newest family member, a granddaughter, born last November. 

My introduction to dogs came from owning a lovely Siberian Husky. She was a 
conformation pointed show dog, but I never pursued her Championship. I did not 
have a good ‘mentor’, and I was busy pursuing my own career at that time.  My first 
Golden Retriever (Brandy, now 5 yrs old) was an anniversary gift from my husband. 
She was a 12 week old bundle of fur, and a complete surprise.  I knew nothing about 
the breed, but fell in love quickly. I must have read every Golden Retriever book, 
bought every grooming video and studied the breed standard, desperately trying to see 
the subtle differences in correct structure. 

I was blessed to find a local breeder (Terrie Pennington-Calypso Goldens) who 
took the time to ‘hold my hand’ in learning about the conformation world and 
furthered my education on Golden Retrievers.  I will be forever grateful to her for my 
other two Goldens, both are males, Briggs 4 yrs this March and Buzz who turned 2 
yrs last October.   

I became hopelessly addicted to watching those beautiful conformation Goldens, 
and with Terrie’s blessing, started Briggs in show. He attained his Championship last 
June (huge thank you to Jane Myers, who handled him to perfection) and we are 
hoping that his half-brother Buzz will follow in his footsteps.  

I am a member in the EGRC, MFGRC, FGCGRC, and GRCA; it is a humbling 
experience to watch and admire the talents of the dedicated breeders, handlers and 
owners who make it look so easy.  I consider myself extremely blessed to have met and 
been befriended by some of the nicest people in the Golden Retriever community.   
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Looking for a dog friendly getaway for you and your pooch? Have 
you considered Asheville, North Carolina? 
Additional dog friendly locations are available for review at 
BRINGFIDO.COM 

FLORIDA GULF COAST GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB                           

 
Asheville, NC: Pet Friendly Travel Guide 

Asheville, North Carolina is a pet-friendly city in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains that has 
been a popular tourist destination for the rich and famous since the 1880s. Asheville has been 
dubbed the "Paris of the South" for its strong arts community and cultural attractions, its beautiful 
setting, and its wealth of historic properties like the famed Biltmore Estate.  
 
Asheville's historic downtown is brimming with unique shops, art galleries, museums, restaurants 
and live entertainment venues, all set in impressive Art Deco buildings from the 1920s. To explore 
the downtown area with your dog, go for a walk on the Asheville Urban Trail. It's a 1.7-mile 
walking tour that showcases Asheville's rich history and distinctive architecture.  
 
For something a little more strenuous, you won't have to venture far. The countryside surrounding 
Asheville has more outdoor activities to offer than nearly any other destination in the Southeast. 
Drive just a few miles outside of town, and you'll be on one of America's most popular touring 
routes - the Blue Ridge Parkway. You can take in mile after mile of incredible views from the 
comfort of your car, or get out and explore on foot for close-up views of the lush forests, beautiful 
wildflowers, and breathtaking waterfalls that are just a short distance off the parkway. There are 
more than a hundred hiking trails along the Blue Ridge Parkway and leashed dogs are allowed on 
every one of them!  
 
 don't miss this on your trip  

 

Biltmore Estate 
As you'd probably expect, pets aren't allowed inside Biltmore House or the other estate buildings 
such as the winery and restaurants. However, pets are allowed all over the grounds! Just keep your 
dog leashed while you're in the estate, and he'll be able to enjoy the magnificent gardens and 
explore miles of wooded trails with you.  
 
Stop by the Explore Biltmore Estate Outdoor Center to get a trail map before you head out, and 
bring plenty of water for the pooch. If you're not sure what trail to try, ask the staff at the Outdoor 
Center. They are very friendly and can suggest the best trail based on your interests and level of 
ability. Our favorite is the Bass Pond Trail that begins at the footbridge to the boathouse. Keep an 
eye out for beavers!  
 
Unfortunately, you are required to pay an admission fee to enjoy the estate's outdoor activities 
even if you don't tour Biltmore House. Tickets are $45.00 for adults and $22.50 for kids age 6 to 
16. Dogs and children under 6 are free! And if you arrive after 3pm, you'll be given a free pass for 
the next day as well.  
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FGCGRC / JANUARY  2008 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

January 19, 2008 
Max’s Restaurant – Best Western Brooksville, FL 

 
The January  2008 Board Meeting of the Florida Gulf Coast Golden Retriever Club was called to 
order by President, Julie Kielts, at 6:52  p.m. at Max Restaurant-Best Western, Brooksville FL, 
on  January 19,2008 
 
Present:  Julie Kielts, Jane Myers, Michele Whitney, Nat Whitney and Debbie Young. 
 
Report of President:  Julie got a letter from AKC regarding our bylaws; they wanted a few 
things changed: 
  

Article I: Membership:  
Section 1 (b) - Household membership will have a maximum of 2 votes instead 
of every voting member over the age of 18. Additional adults residing in the same 
residence need to apply as individual members.   
Section 3 – Applications for membership shall be read at one or two meetings of 
the club and included in the notice for the meeting at which it will be voted on. 

 Article II:  Meetings and Voting 
Members that do not have access to the club’s web site must be notified in 
writing. 

 Article IV:  The Club Year, Annual Meeting and Elections 
Section 2 and Section 4 (a) – We need to remove reference to the AKC 
delegate. 
Section 4 (b) and (c) – Members shall be notified of the nominating 
committee’s slate at least 2 weeks prior to the meeting at which additional 
nominations may be made.  Please amend these subsections to indicate whether 
additional nomination shall be permitted at the October or the November meeting. 
 

These changes will be further discussed at the next general meeting on Feb 4, 2008 at Deb 
Farris’s home.   
Natalie has stepped down as Vice President, but will still do work in a voluntary capacity.  Jane 
Myers volunteered to step in as VP and Greg Myers volunteered to serve on the Board of 
Directors in Jane’s place. Debbie made the motion to accept Jane Myers as Vice President and 
Greg as a board member and Michelle seconded it.  A unanimous vote confirmed these 
changes. It is time to file our State of FL annual report and Michele will check out a few CPAs 
on how much it will cost us.  We need an annual report for a non-profit 501c4.  Our corporate 
tax return must be done and sent in by March 15. 
 
Report of Secretary:  Received a letter from Greater Venice Florida Dog Club, they would like 
for us to do a supported entry, the dates are November 29th and 30th.  We also talked about  

 

FLORIDA GULF COAST GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB                            
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having sweeps, but not sure if were able to do sweeps before have we have finished up our 
matches.  Julie will call AKC and find out if we can hold sweeps. 
 
Report of Treasurer:  
 
Beginning Balance $3197.44  
Deposit 1/26 490.00 455.00 dues 35.00 donation  
Balance $3687.44  
 
Report of Special Committees: 

St. Patrick’s Day Event:  We need 30 people to help with this event.  Debbie will ask 
the 4H club to see if they would like to help, a discussion was made that if rescue would 
supply 50% of the workers, we would pay them 25% of our profit. Jane made a motion 
to pay the rescue 25% of our profits. Michele seconded it.  All approved. 
Membership: Julie advised that there are no new member applications, but receiving 
renewals. 
Match Chair: Upcoming Sanctioned B match to be held at the Palmetto Show on March 
29th.  Jane is going to ask Deb Shindle to help / guide Kelly Malinowski with the match 
since this is Kelly’s first time.  Jane might not be there.  But she will make sure that 
everything is done. 
 

Old Business:  
 Dr. Rimar Holistic Seminar: To be held 3rd Quarter 2008.  Sheree will get a set date. 
Tracking Seminar:  Will be held at Michele’s house on February 16th for all breeds. 

 March 15 is the St Patrick’s Day Event 
 March 29 is the match 

Super Clearance Clinic:  Jane asked whatever happened to the multi clearance clinic.  
It was tabled; Natalie could not get a response from Bev.  Jane wanted to know if we 
can do an eye and heart clinic and a hip and elbow, but it would be hard to do it on the 
same day.  Jane will call the Tampa Bay Veterinary about doing a Heart & Eye Clinic. 
George Alston Seminar:  will be held October 11 & 12. Terry Collette has contacted 
the St. Pete Dog Training club.  Debbie is to contact Terry to make sure that everything 
is confirmed.  Debbie needs to send a letter to George to confirm the date and he 
wanted to make sure that it was posted with AKC.  Heidi and Nancy will be chairing this 
event.  It will be open to all breeds. Unlimited observers, 20 beginners and 20 advance.  
Once the facility is confirmed we need to put it on the AKC web site.  For it to be posted 
on George’s web site, we need to contact Jane’s mother. 

 
New Business: 

Fun Day:  We are having a fun day in May at Fort Desoto Park.  We talked about having 
John Pfohler to do a community education hurricane for preparedness on what to do with 
your pet.  John Pfohler has agreed to do the community education this day.     

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Jane Myers and seconded by Michele.  
The meeting adjourned at 7:21 p.m. 
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FGCGRC 

MARCH 2008 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
  
 
The March 2008 board meeting of the Florida Gulf Coast Golden Retriever Club was called to order by President 
Julie Kielts at 8:01pm on Tuesday March 11th, 2008.  The meeting took place at the home of Jane and Greg Myers 
in Thonotosassa, FL. 
 
Present:  Julie Kielts, Jane Myers, Greg Myers, Valerie Garcia, Michele Whitney, Erika Bigott 
 
Report of the President:  Our new bylaws were sent to AKC on February 18th, 2008 for review and approval.  
Per AKC they were received on February 25th, 2008 and should be reviewed within the next week or so.  Match 
approval was mailed out on February 19th to Kelly M, match secretary.  Julie informed us that she will contact 
AKC to inform them of our new match secretary, Debbie Shindle since Kelly M has regretfully informed us that 
she will be out of town on March 29th, 2008 which is the day of the match.  Julie also stated she emailed Patti 
Lapinski to add our club’s info on the “Winning Edge Handling Seminar” to George Alston’s web site.  Julie also 
contacted Southern Hills Plantation in Brooksville to see if Geroge Alston and Greg Myers can play golf there 
during his time in town.  Per Jim, the golf pro he will get them on the course with no problem at their digression.   
St. Patty’s Festival on March 15th, 2008 is this Saturday!  T-Shirts are designed and beautiful.  They are avail for 
club members who are not working to purchase in advance for $20 each. 
 
Julie is still working on IRS form 1024 that needs to be submitted for the club by May 15th.    Eastern Regional - 
FGCGRC are providing wine and cheese during BOB judging and we still need volunteers to help out. 
 
Report of Secretary:  nothing to report 
 
Report of Treasurer:   
 
REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: 
 
ST. Patrick’s Day Festival - Saturday March 15th, 2008 – To be held downtown Palm harbor, Fl from 11am to 
11 pm.  Julie asked again to recruit as many volunteers possible to make the event a success. 
 
Membership:  Kristing Phebs COE received via fax.  No new membership applications received. 
 
March 29th Sanctioned B Match:  AKC has received paperwork on match and it has been approved.  The 
letter was sent on February 19th to Kelly.  AKC needs to be notified of the new match secretary who is Deb 
Shindle.  Julie to write to AKC to advise them of the change needed.  Anney Doucette’s magnets with the 
FGCGRC logo will be given to the 1st place winner of each class.  We have 5 sponsors and need more!  
Contact Michele if you are interested, it’s $25 to sponsor each class. 
 
Trophy Committee:  Sheree Melhuish has volunteered to be the head of the trophy committee for all 
upcoming events.  She stated that Deborah Farris and possibly Laura Topping and/or Barbara Tucker may be 
interested in the position as well. 
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Rescue Liason:  49 dogs groomed at the rescue reunion, $1000 given to GRRMF between 
MFGRC and grooming donations! 
 
George Alston:  Sally Anne did the flyer but the cost was incorrect.  Also emailed Patti Lapinski 
again to get the seminar listed on George Alston’s web site. A block of 10 rooms have also been 
reserved for out of town attendees for the seminar at: La Quinta Inn and Suites 4999 34th St N St 
Petersburg, FL 33714 727-527-8421   Rate for us is $65 + tax  Also sent RV info to Nancy Greenbarg, 
event coordinator.  Jane suggested that the club have T-Shirts made up with funny sayings and George’s 
face that he can sign as a fundraiser to go along with the seminar.  Jane to check with George to get his 
permission and also will check with Sew-What Embroidery (who made our logo T-Shirts) for cost of having 
shirts made up. 
 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Dr. Rimore Holistic Seminar:  Sheree Melhuish to update once she is able to make contact with 
Dr. Rimore. 
 
New Business:  Anney Doucette’s FGCGC logo magnets will be available at our match for a 
fundraiser for $25 each!  They will be in color, too!     
 
RDOD 2008:  Emily has made contact with the Clearwater Kennel Club and we can piggy-back 
with their event (indoors) on Sept 6th.  No shows per AKC site that weekend in FL, GA or SC.  
Further update an upcoming meeting. 
 
AKC Classifieds: AKC has launched a campaign called “Demand AKC Papers” and they are 
asking local clubs to run ads in classifieds directing people to the web sites that will give info 
about why AKC is the best registry.  Board discussed and we will revisit when the treasury is more 
secure. 
 
Member Spotlight:  We need one asap!  Please someone write up a brief bio and send with photo 
to Jackie at jmdogs@verizon.net 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm 
 
Our next general membership meeting is immediately following the judging of Golden Retrievers 
in Palmetto, FL on Saturday March 29th.  Our next board meeting is Tuesday, April 8th location 
TBA. 
 
Minutes submitted by Julie Kielts in the absence of Debbie Young 
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FOR SALE 
 
’99 Ford Conversion Van (set up for dogs). 
169,000 miles with new engine at 150,000 
miles (warranty for 75,000 miles). Onan 
generator (runs off your gas tank), roof 
air/heat, window lights, raised roof, shore hook 
up, large interior ceiling lights, cabinets, TV, 
VCR, ex-pen rack on front, AM/FM /cd/tape 
stereo, awning. Generator oil changes and 
serviced regularly, as well as van engine and 
transmission. The original conversion has great 
stuffed leather sets, driver seat has multiple 
positions, has two more multi position leather 
seats, electric bench seat converts to queen 
bed. New tires, good running condition. 
Moving up to bigger vehicle. 
I have more pix. Priced to sell: $8,500. 
Contact Deb Shindle for more information  
Van is located in Vero Beach, Florida 
debshindle@bellsouth.net 
  
 
 

A Poem for New Puppy Owners 
Author unknown. 

 
 

Don't smell crotches, don't eat plants. 
 

Don't steal food or underpants. 
 

Don't eat my socks, don't grab my hair... 
 

DON'T RIP THE STUFFING FROM THAT CHAIR! 
 

Don't eat those peas, don't touch that bush, 
 

Don't chew my shoes, what IS this mush?!? 
 

Eat your cookies, drink your drink, 
 

Outta the toilet! Outta the sink! 
 

AWAY FROM THE LITTER BOX, IT'S FOR THE 
CAT! 

 
(and must you kiss me after that?!?) 

 
Raising a puppy is not for the lazy, 

 
Those rugrats are funny but also quite crazy. 

 
Don't despair through the toil and the strife, 

 
'Cause after three years you'll get back your life! 

 
So let's go for walkies, so you can do your 

"thing", 
 

And maybe I'll get back my good diamond ring! 
 

 

 




