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FGCGRC MAY/JUNE 2008 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Be careful what you wish for! 

  
Well, spring has sprung here in West 
Central Florida and I love it!  I love that our 
local show schedule takes a breather and 
give us time to relax and enjoy outdoor 
activities.  We can now use the pool, have 
BBQs with family and friends and hit the 
beautiful Gulf of Mexico and do some 
serious fishing!  Of course, I do reserve the 
right to exercise what Eric (my fiancé) calls 
"a woman's right" to change my mind 
(teehehehe) because rest assured, come 
August I'll be wishing for the fall, cursing the 
humidity and the heat and complaining 
about my electric bill!   At that point, the 
cycle begins again.  The Florida dog shows 
crank up, I'm gone most weekends, the 
weather gets chilly and I wish for lazy days 
and my summer tan!   
 
Speaking of changing one’s mind…I’ve 
mused before about the presence of 
negativity at dog shows and my feelings on 
the subject (we’re supposed to have *some* 
fun at dog shows, right?).  Another thing that 
I’m finding interesting is the use of 
absolutes.  Sometimes they are comical; 
sometimes they hurt your feelings.  
Sometimes they are just plain ridiculous!  
We’ve certainly all used them no doubt, but 
when we look back, how often do we stick to 
our “convictions?”   
 
I overhear absolutes being used at most dog 
shows.  Some examples are:  “I’ll NEVER 
speak to him/her again.”  "I'd NEVER breed 
to that dog."  "She'll/He’ll NEVER finish that 
animal."  "I ALWAYS breed finished 
Champions with all of their clearances."  
"I'd NEVER let him/her handle my 
dog."   Those are a few that make the 

rounds quite frequently, wouldn't you 
agree?   
  
Fast forward six months and chances are 
that many if not most of those strong 
statements have been disproved!  Arch 
enemies make up, that dog you thought was 
a piece of garbage finishes his/her 
Championship.  That handler you swore 
would crash and burn and never have 
another paying client is flourishing (and 
probably handling your dog, too!).  You 
breed to stud dog XYZ, even though six 
months earlier his pedigree was sure to 
poison your lines with everything from 
cancer to hip dysplasia to poor 
temperaments.   
 
It’s laughable, really! 
 
I’m trying to wean myself off of the use of 
absolutes.  In my short journey thus far in 
the dog show world, when I’ve used them I 
have to eat crow shortly thereafter.  I’m 
learning that life isn’t perfect; that sometimes 
situations we swore we’d NEVER get 
wrapped up in become the most logical thing 
to do.  I’m learning that people (especially 
dog show people it seems) are passionate 
and sometimes say things they don’t mean 
(and that those statements are often subject 
to change)!   
 
So friends, be careful what you wish for 
because you NEVER know, you just might 
get it!  Perhaps the only absolute that is 
safe to use is the one without an “e” on the 
end that comes in a glass bottle at the local 
watering hole…..I’ll buy that!  ☺ 
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MEMBER BRAGS 
    
        NEW CHAMPION!!!! CH KaraGold's 
Keep Believin' UD, RA, JH, WCX, VCX(all by 
3 years of age) Noreault/Brady                        
                     

The Dogʹs Cold Nose 

When Noah, perceiving ʹtwas time to 
embark, 
Persuaded the creatures to enter the Ark, 
The dog, with a friendliness truly sublime,
Assisted in herding them two at a time.  

He drove in the elephants, zebras and 
gnus 
Until they were packed like a box full of 
screws, 
The cat in the cupboard, the mouse on the 
shelf, 
The bug in the crack; then he backed in 
himself.  

But such was the lack of available space 
He couldnʹt tuck all of him into the place;  

So after the waters had flooded the plain 
And down from the heavens fell blankets 
of rain 
He stood with his muzzle thrust out 
through the door 
The whole forty days of that terrible 
pour!  

Because of which drenching, zoologists 
hold, 
The nose of a healthy dog always is cold!  

‐Arthur Guiterman  
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FLORIDA: GROUND ZERO FOR COERCIVE ANIMAL LAWS 
  

Florida has become Ground Zero for crazy, coercive animal laws.  
Activists are going county to county to impose mandatory spay/neuter laws, 

breeder permits, private home inspections without probable cause, high differential 
licensing fees, breed specific legislation - the list goes on and on. 

 
That's why NAIA Trust has now been organized in Florida, to meet this growing 

challenge. NAIA Trust of Florida is bringing all facets of the animal world together- 
from rural to urban - from business to hobby - from academic to enthusiasts to 
overcome this challenge.  The long term goal of NAIA Trust of Florida is to 

reinstate the responsible animal owner and professional as the knowledgeable "go 
to" experts on animal issues and to displace the radical groups that now dominate 
the legislative process and media.  This will be achieved through a multi-faceted 
approach using public relations, lobbying and court challenges when necessary, 

specifically planning to: 
 
 

    * Challenge violations of public records and privacy laws. 
    * Challenge recently passed ordinances with unacceptable, coercive and      

potentially unconstitutional provisions. 
    * Challenge court decisions pertaining to breed specific and dangerous dogs 

laws 
    * Introduce legislation at the state level to protect animal owners. 

    * Establish pet friendly ordinances at the local level. 
 
 

To accomplish these goals, NAIA Trust of Florida expects to engage the services 
of a public relations/advertising firm and we are in the process of hiring a very well-

respected law firm. 
 

Unfortunately, everything costs money and in order to achieve these important 
goals we must ask for your support. Please make a commitment to support NAIA 

Trust in whatever way you can, as clubs, individuals or through volunteering.  
There are many ways to support NAIA Trust. Clubs can donate - individual club 

members can donate - and individual club members can help spread the word to 
their friends, family, other organizations, etc.  Donations can be made online or via 

snail mail by visiting  
http://www.naiatrust.org/join_us.htm 



 6

 
 

FLORIDA GULF COAST GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB                            

FGCGRC 
 Offers  

PUPPY REFERAL 
 

If you are a member in good standing with 
FGCGRC and would like to list a litter please 

supply us with the following: 
 

OFA, Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (or 
foreign equivalent such as OVC) "Fair, Good, 
Excellent" hips and "Normal" elbows for both 

sire and dam.  
 

CERF clearance for eyes free from disease for 
both sire and dam. This needs to be dated within 

12 months of the breeding. 
 

Heart clearance for heart free from disease for 
both sire and dam. 

 
A check made out to FGCGRC for $50 (this 

amount is split equally between FGCGRC and the 
rescue of your choice). 

 
Please mail copies of all this information to one of 

our coordinators: 
 

Kristen Spius 
PO Box 94 

Morriston, FL 32668 
352-528-0539 

 
Natalie Willis 

3819 Harrogate Drive 
Valrico, FL 33594  

813-643-4237 
 

 

Classified Ads 
 
Wanted 
 
Looking for a really good pair of grooming scissors to use 
for removing the hair between the pads of the feet. 
Also interested in a forced air dryer that is still in good 
working condition at a reasonable price. 
Still in search of a 48 in soft crate for use in the back of 
an SUV or at an outdoor dog show.   
 
I would also love to hear from a member/members who 
knows how to groom for show or knows someone who 
can do that. I would like to see how my dog would look 
when done by a professional golden groomer.  Then I'd 
like to get pictures made by a professional photographer.  
 
If you are interested in selling any of these items or can 
help me with grooming please contact Judy Landis by 
email -jjudylandis@aol.com    

MEMBER BRAGS 
 
Announcing New CH KaraGold's Keepsake 
(Rubba/Brady) are by Amos out of 
Secret.

 
 
KaraGold's What Golds Round Comes Round 
BISS,(Brady/Moots) took 1st Place in a very competitive 
Bred-By class at the Eastern Regional. In March,  Kara & 
I took 2 Pts WB/BOS over another bitch special at the 
Palmetto shows.  
 
Vegas, KaraGold's Viva Las Vegas, also made several 
cuts in the huge Open Bitch class the weekend of the 
Regional. She was beautifully handled by her co-owner, 
Julie Kielts 
 
CH KaraGold's Whistlin' N The Wind CD, RA, OD is 
now an Outstanding Dam. Melody is a Secret daughter 
and she makes the 8th Outstanding Dams for 
KaraGold, 6 of which were bred by us. 
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GRCA Nominating Committee 
Announces Slate 

Volunteer Opportunities Also 
Availible 

FLORIDA GULF COAST GOLDEN RETRIEVER CLUB                            

NOMINATING COMMITTEE'S REPORT: 
The Nominating Committee has 
prepared the following 
slate for the GRCA (Golden Retriever 
Club of America) 2008 election. The 
slate is as follows: 
President - Dianne Barnes; Secretary - 
Janet Peacock; Eastern VP - Ann 
Strathern; Western VP - 
Helen Dorrance; Eastern Director - 
Megan Baker; Central Director - Dana 
Oaks and Western 
Director - Dick Caldwell. 
The resumes of the candidates will be 
published in the May/June issue of the 
GRNews and are 
available on the GRCA website at 
http://grca.org/resumes08.html 
The GRCA also announces the 
following volunteer opportunities: A 
new Job Openings list has 
been posted on the GRCA website at 
http://www.grca.org/jobs.htm. The 
new opportunities 
include two positions: 1. Chair of the 
Public Education Committee, and 2. 
Serving as one of the 
Directors on the Golden Retriever 
Foundation. Anyone who is interested 
in these positions can 
contact the GRCA through the jobs 
website link. 
 
 

Legislative Report contributed by Dianne Makinney
 

The 2008 legislative session is over. We had some 
positive things happen at the state level. 

HB 101, the dangerous dog bill which would have 
removed the provision in the Florida statutes that prohibits a dog 
from being declared dangerous based solely on its breed, died in 
Committee. 

HB 219/SB 1994, the Gertrude Maxwell Save A Pet Act 
started out as a propaganda platform, but we managed to get 
some changes made to the original proposed legislation which 
turned out to be a positive thing. :-)  This bill is for the purpose of 
forming a group within the Department of Agriculture to raise funds 
to provide grants to shelters for spay/neuter, provide grants for 
shelters and services during times of emergencies, and develop 
and disseminate pet care education materials. We managed to get 
language added to the bill that states that this group shall NOT 
participate in, endorse, or financially support political activities at 
the national, state or local level. The Board will consist of the 
following members: 
  
1 member of the Florida Veterinarian Medical Association 
1 member of the Cat Fanciers Association 
1 member of the Florida Association of Kennel Clubs 
1 member of a humane organization 
1 member of the Florida Animal Control Association 
1 member of the National Rifle Association 
1 member not associated with any of the aforementioned 
organizations and the 
Commissioner of Agriculture or his designee. 
  

There will also be three non-voting honorary members 
which will be appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture. 

HB 1227/SB 744 - Sexual Activities Involving Animals 
(also known as the bestiality bill) died in Committee, but look for 
this one to return at the state level in 2009. Also, Palm Beach 
County Animal Control Director Dianne Suave has indicated that 
she wants to pursue this at the local level in Palm Beach County. 

SB 444 (Relating to the Sale of Dogs and Cats) died in 
Committee for the second year in a row. 

The other big news is that we now have a 501c4 all-
species organization in the State of Florida - NAIA Trust of 
Florida.  The purpose of the group is multi-faceted - Public 
Relations (striving to improve the image of responsible animal 
owners/breeders), hire lobbyists for crucial battles, and challenge 
the constitutionality of laws. 

We have identified a law firm in Palm Beach County to 
review the Palm Beach County situation. A conference call with 
the attorney is expected to be held within the next week and a 
plan of action will be announced shortly thereafter on the Palm 
Beach situation. Stay tuned! 

NAIA Trust of Florida is also looking a some possible 
fundraising/positive media events in various counties - stay tuned! 

NAIA Trust of Florida will also be working on Op Ed 
pieces, Letters to the Editor, etc. Right now we are working on a 
rebuttal to a recent Palm Beach Post editorial (see 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/epaper/20
08/05/30/a12a_marinakis_edit_0530.html ). The "claim" that the 
"hobby breeder" permit was needed to go after breeders such as 
the one described in the editorial is incorrect. Palm Beach County 
has ALWAYS had the ability to handle situations such as this 
under Section 24 (Animal Care and Manner of Keeping) of the 
existing Palm Beach County Animal Care and Control code. 
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FGCGRC DOES “WINE AND 
CHEESE” 

AT THE GRCA EASTERN 
REGIONAL SPECIALTY! 

 
I’d like to take a moment to thank everyone 
(members and non-members alike!) who made 
the GRCA Eastern Regional Specialty’s “Whine 
and Cheese” sponsored by the Florida Gulf 
Coast Golden Retriever Club such a success! 
 
Club members Theresa Bradley, Karen Brady, 
Jacqueline Morasco, Michele and Nate Whitney 
and soon to be club member Theresa Peace, 
DVM really made this event all that it could be!  
We had a beautiful set up complete with our 
club’s glossy new banner (gosh I love our Logo, 
thanks again Anney!), enough wine to get a 
sailor drunk and the most LOVELY meat and 
cheese trays set up!  Do you know how lucky we 
(FGCGRC) were that Theresa Peace was in 
Perry?  She not only went to the grocery store 
with a smile on her face to buy all of the food for 
the day, but she took it all back to the hotel and 
put it together in an array that would’ve made 
any caterer envious!  It was beautiful!  Terry was 
there for our club and its’ members all weekend.  
THANK YOU TERRY!  WE COULD NOT 
HAVE DONE THIS WITHOUT YOU! 
 
Here are a few pictures from the event.  All I 
heard was rave reviews about how classy the 
event was, how thoughtful it was for us to offer 
this being a new (insert broke) club.   
 
THANK YOU AGAIN TO ALL THE 
VOLUNTEERS!  It’s because of you that our 
club is so special! 
 
Julie Kielts 
President 
Florida Gulf Coast Golden Retriever Club 
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MAY 2008 FGCGRC BOARD MEETING 

 MINUTES  
Rescheduled from May 13th, 2008 (no quorum) 

June 3rd, 2008 @ 7:00 pm 
Peggy O’Neill’s Irish Pub & Eatery 

Palm Harbor, FL 
 
 
The May 2008 Board Meeting of the FGCGRC was called to order by President, Julie Kielts at 7:25pm on 
Tuesday, June 3rd 2008 at Peggy O’Neill’s Irish Pub & Eatery in Palm Harbor, FL 
 
Roll Call:  Deborah Farris, Julie Kielts, Greg & Jane Myers, Emily Rowe and Michelle Whitney.  Guests:  
Sandy Landon, Nancy Sigmon and Nate Whitney. 
 
Report of the President:  Thanks again to all the volunteers who made the wine and cheese a success in 
Perry, GA at the GRCA Eastern Regional Specialty!  It was very much appreciated by all who attended 
and it well received!  Special thanks to Terry Peace, DVM who went shopping for all the supplies and put 
together such beautiful party trays!  Since our by-laws are approved by AKC, the GRCA provisional club 
application is being worked on, we need to develop a “club resume” (see very rough, very first draft) that 
shows the strength of our membership, who is a GRCA member, etc.  Val Garcia, membership chair, is 
currently in the process of gathering information from our members on who is a GRCA member to 
accompany the application.  Julie will contact Sheree Melhuish re: writing the required resume report.  
Sadly, we will not meet the deadline to have our club’s logo on a flag at this year’s National Specialty in 
Rhode Island but there should be no reason why it can’t be a reality for 2009!  We received our deposit 
back from the St. Patrick’s day event back in the amount of $389.  We had to pay for sprinkler head and 
irrigation system repairs.  Club magnets still available for $25 each! 
 
Report of the Treasurer:  The club’s CPA has filed for an extension for our submission of form 1024.  
LIABILITY and  BONDING INSURANCE PREMIUMS due September 2008 
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Report of the Secretary:  In the absence of the secretary, Deb Farris will contact her to confirm that 
thank you cards were sent for the match.   Also to advise to send a thank you card to Terry Peace, DVM 
for all her help with the wine and cheese in Perry, GA. 
 
Rescue Report: 
August 1st (Friday) Pinellas Animal Foundation is having an event at the Largo Library to promote their dog house 
building contest. They are planning many fun activities such as a visit from Clifford the Big Red Dog. GRRMF has 
been invited to share info about the organization and goldens. Anyone is welcome to join us!  
September 6th (Saturday) is Responsible Dog Ownership Day at Harbor view Center. GRRMF and FGCGRC will 
both have booths that day to provide info. We will need to staff 2 booths that day so anytime you can help will be 
appreciated.  
 
 
Membership Chair:  Valerie Garcia is absent but sent the following info to Julie: 

Anthony, Lucy, Chatham and Lucinda Napoli – family membership sponsored by Julie Kielts 
Michele Lemole – individual membership, sponsored by Julie Kielts 
The board voted in favor of presenting these apps to the general membership. 

 
Legislative Liason:  Julie read a report from Diane Makinney re: pertinent legislative information.  One 
item of interest, the Dangerous Dog bill based upon selective breeds did not pass. 

 
Old Business:  

George Alston – Updated Registration form including FGCRC member prices on   the web site.  
To date we have 3 beginner, 7 advanced, 2 observers and 2 juniors signed up and paid.  Nancy 
Greenbarg has mailed out over 100 letters to local all breed and specialty clubs notifying them of 
the seminar.  Julie emailed MFGRC and EGRC to ask to include our flyer in their upcoming 
newsletters.  Once we pay our liability insurance premium (due in Sept) we will have to add both 
SPDTC and George Alston as additional insured.  Jane will have t-shirts sporting the seminar 
information for participants to purchase. 

 
 RDOD – September 6th at the Harbor view Center downtown Clearwater, FL   
            WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!  Emily Rowe is in charge of the event, contact her at   
 Goldengirls2@tampabay.rr.com  
 

2ND AKC SANCTIONED B MATCH – November 29th, 2008.  Jane discussed judge selection 
and offered a different perspective on the subject.  It was suggested that we offer our judging 
assignments for our AKC sanctioned B and A matches to those who are applying for judging 
licenses in the immediate to near future in all breeds, not just goldens. Everyone agreed that this 
was a good idea. 

 
Holistic Health Conference – No updates from Sheree on this, we will table until further notice. 
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New Business:  
 St. Petersburg Dog Fanciers Association – Michele to discuss, she was asked by Dave Waldschmidt         
about hosting a specialty or supported entry in March 2009.  It was decided this would not be possible. 
 
 Need members for “member in the spotlight” section of the newsletter 
 

Front Cover of the newsletter is available for May/June and July/Aug issues for $25 each.  Deb Farris to 
notify Dr. Rumore re: June 9th deadline for his next newsletter article. 
 
A motion was made by Jane Myers, 2nd by Michelle Whitney re: the increase cost of gas to get to monthly 
board and general membership meetings and the possibility of holding them bi-monthly.  Julie to check 
with AKC re: this proposal. 
 
Finalize schedule for rest of year: 
 June 7 general meeting after goldens in Lakeland 
 July 1 board meeting – Panera Bread/Clearwater mall 

  July 20th general meeting – Greg & Jane’s home/pool 
   
*The remainder of the meeting schedule will be discussed once AKC is contacted about changing to bi-monthly* 
  

August 5 board meeting 
  August 10 brunch meeting at Peggy’s 

 Sept 9 board meeting 
 Sept _____ RDOD / general membership meeting 
 Oct 7 board meeting 
 Oct 18 general meeting and pool party at Emily’s house 
 Nov 4 board meeting 
 Nov 8 general meeting after goldens in Brooksville 
 Dec 2nd board meeting 
 Dec ____________ holiday party and general/annual meeting 
 
Garage Sale to benefit the Willis family being held Saturday June 7th in Brandon, FL.  All donations please 
contact Julie Kielts at goldtailswagging@aol.com 
 
A fundraising idea was presented by Jane Myers re: Create a dog – artistic contest with items to be 
sold/autioned. 
 
Supported entry for Greater Venice Dog Club, Nov 29th – Julie to check with AKC regarding the 
feasibility. 

Southeastern Guide Dogs Presents a Special Saturday Tour – Details: 

June 28, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon Location: 4210 77th Street East Palmetto, FL 34221    941-729-5665 

A motion to adjourn was made by Michelle Whitney and 2nd by Greg Myers.  The meeting adjourned at       
8:59.   
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The 5th Annual  

K9 College Cruise ® 
  

The premier educational event for dog fanciers! 
  
  

  

February 17th - 25th, 2009 

 8-Day Western Caribbean Itinerary 

 Departing from Ft. Lauderdale 

 Aboard Carnival Miracle 
 

2009 Faculty & Seminars! 
Faculty member profiles and seminar descriptions are currently being updated on our website.  Please 
check back for updated information. 

  
Kaye Ames 
 Reiki:  Unleash the Energy 

  
Linda Arndt 
 Holistic Nutrition 
 Preventing and Treating Developmental Orthopedic Disease

  
Dr. Danika Bannasch 
 Pitfalls and Uses of Genetic Testing in Breeding Programs 

  
Dr. Carmen Battaglia 
 Breeding Better Dogs 
 Puppies and Development 
 K9 Structure & Movement, Pedigree Analysis 

  
Dr. Stanley Coren 
 How Dogs Think: Understanding the K9 Mind
 Dogs and People: A Historical Bond 

  
Pat Hastings 
 The Puppy Puzzle Plus 
 Tricks of the Trade 

  
Dr. Robert Van Hutchison 
 K9 Reproduction 
 K9 Pediatrics 

  
Dr. Ronald Schultz 
 Vaccinations & Vaccination Protocols
 K9 Disease 
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     Corky Vroom 
 Beating the Pros! 

  
The K9 College Cruise offers seminars-at-sea on a variety of K9 topics.  It's the only event of it's kind to feature a 
faculty of world-renowned experts, all in one place, at one time.  And, unlike typical seminars, the experts don't go home 
when the seminar is over and neither do you!  You have the opportunity to meet 'n mingle with the faculty and other K9 
cruisers from all across the United States, Canada, and abroad during the 8-day cruise.  
  
In addition to the seminars, the K9 College has a schedule packed full of doggy events.    
  
K9 Cocktail Party - Meet 'n Mingle with the faculty & fellow cruisers. 

Breeder's Symposium - A roundtable discussion with the experts. 

Judge/Exhibitor Workshop -  An open exchange between judges & exhibitors 

K9 Fashion Show - Exquisite K9 fashions & accessories (for people) presented by B-Unique Fashions. 

Puppy Pursuit - Test your knowledge of K9 trivia.  

Dog Show at Sea - Your dog could win the most coveted title at sea - BIS (that's Best In Ship!).  A fun-filled event that 

raises money for a K9 charity. The competition is done with dog photos. 

  
  

2009 Cruise Itinerary 
  

 

Enjoy exciting ports-of-call on our Western Caribbean Itinerary for 2009.   

  

 Colon, Panama 

 Limon, Costa Rica 

 Belize 

  

  

 

 
 

Brunswick Tours & Cruises 
800-979-8687  

Weekdays, 8:30 a.m.-4:30  p.m. EST 
  

717-361-9171  
Evenings and Weekends 
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Dogs In Heaven? 

An old man and his dog were walking down this dirt road with fences on both sides, they came to a gate in 
the fence and looked in, it was nice grassy, woody areas, just what a 'huntin' dog and man would like, but, 
it had a sign saying 'no trespassing' so they walked on. They came to a beautiful gate with a person in 
white robes standing there. "Welcome to Heaven" he said. The old man was happy and started in with his 
dog following him. The gatekeeper stopped him. "Dogs aren't allowed, I'm sorry but he can't come with 
you." 
 
"What kind of Heaven won't allow dogs? If he can't come in, then I will stay out with him. He's been my 
faithful companion all his life, I can't desert him now." 
 
"Suit yourself, but I have to warn you, the Devil's on this road and he'll try to sweet talk you into his area, 
he'll promise you anything, but the dog can't go there either. If you won't leave the dog, you'll spend 
Eternity on this road."  
 
So the old man and dog went on. They came to a rundown fence with a gap in it, no gate, just a hole. 
Another old man was inside. "S'cuse me Sir, my dog and I are getting mighty tired, mind if we come in and 
sit in the shade for awhile?" 
 
"Of course, there's some cold water under that tree over there. Make yourselves comfortable" 
 
"You're sure my dog can come in? The man down the road said dogs weren't allowed anywhere." 
 
"Would you come in if you had to leave the dog?" 
 
"No sir, that's why I didn't go to Heaven, he said the dog couldn't come in. 
We'll be spending Eternity on this road, and a glass of cold water and some shade would be mighty fine 
right about now. But, I won't come in if my buddy here can't come too, and that's final." 
 
The man smiled a big smile and said "Welcome to Heaven." 
 
"You mean this is Heaven? Dogs ARE allowed? How come that fellow down the road said they weren't?" 
 
"That was the Devil and he gets all the people who are willing to give up a life long companion for a 
comfortable place to stay. They soon find out their mistake, but then it's too late. The dogs come here, the 
fickle people stay there. GOD wouldn't allow dogs to be banned from Heaven. After all, HE created them 
to be man's companions in life, why would he separate them in death?"                                

 Author Unknown 

We are in tears over having to help our precious "Pryce" to the Bridge today.  She was diagnosed with 
Osteogenic Sarcoma in her right rear stifle on January 28.  We were blessed to have had her for ten years 
and an additional three months after her diagnosis.  We had the doctor come to our house and her exit was 
a peaceful one surrounded by us who love her so dearly.  No more pain for "Pryce";-(....there will be a new 
shining star in the heavens tonight and we will mourn our loss and cry because we miss her, and she will 
be running free and whole again.....waiting, waiting with Benson for us. 
  
Tommy and Barbara Tucker, Fallchase Golden Retrievers 
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Dog show poem  
  
There was a time, there really 
was,  
When I was sweet and tender,  
when SHOW DOG meant a Disney 
Star,  
And Bitch was not a gender.  
  
I went to bed at half past ten,  
I went to church on Sunday.  
On Saturday I baked the beans,  
And did the wash on Monday.  
  
But then I got a certain pup,  
And an erstwhile friend said, 
"SHOW"  
And so I did, and so I do,  
OH! What I didn't know.  
I used to dress with flair and 
style,  
That was the life, don't knock it.  
But now each dress from bed to 
ball  
Must have a good bait pocket.  
  
I used to have a certain air,  
I wallowed in perfume,  
I used to smell of Nuit D8Amour,  
Now I smell like Mr. Groom.  
  
My furniture was haut decor,  
My pets a tank of guppies,  
Now I've furniture unstuffed,  
And well-adjusted puppies.  
  
Once I spoke in pristine prose,  
In dulcet tones and frail,  
But now I'm 'using language,  
That would turn a sailor pale  
  
I was taught to be well-groomed  
No matter where I went.  
Now all the grooming that I do  
Is in the handler's tent.  
  
I used to long for clothes and 
jewels,  
And a figure classed as super,  
Now the thing I yearn for most  
Is a nice new Pooper-scooper.  
  
I adored a man who murmured 
verse  
Through intimate little dinners,  

But now the words I thrill to hear  
Are just three -"Best of Winners"  
  
I rise at dawn and pack the car  
The road ahead's a long one.  
The one I routed on the maps  
Invariably's the wrong one.  
  
I really love this doggy life  
I wouldn't care to change it.  
But when I get that BEST IN 
SHOW  
I plan to rearrange it.  
  
And when my time on earth is 
done,  
I'll go without much nudging.  
Just give me three weeks closing 
date,  
And let me know who's judging.  
  
Author unknown  
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Member Brags 
Deb Farris is thrilled to announce that 
MeMe, (Saffire's Itz All Eh'Bout Me) 
lovingly bred by Sheree Melhuish & 
Haley Whitcomb and co-owned with 
them by moi & Val Garcia, has been on 
some winning streak - winning the past 6 
out 9 shows entered - from the BredBy 
class expertly handled by Haley!  Her 
record to date is: 
Jacksonville: (back to back to back)  
WB/BOS       WB/BOW/BOB/Group3   
WB/BOS 
Ft. Myers     WB/BOS 
Lakeland (back to back)  WB/BOS     
WB/BOW/BOS

Letter From The Editor
 

Those of you who no 
longer own a phone book 
because all your numbers are 
stored in your home/cell phone 
will understand. 

Those of you who 
haven’t kept a paper trail on 
anything since it all lives in your 
computers memory will 
understand. 

Those of you who 
haven’t carried paper money in 
years because Visa and 
Mastercard take up that space in 
your wallet will understand. 

Those of you who 
haven’t hand written a birthday 
card since its so much faster to 
send an e-card will understand. 

My apologies to all who 
have been patiently waiting for 
this newsletter, my computer ate 
it. 

Jacqueline Morasco 

Front Cover 
Saffire's Message In A Bottle BISS 

Best In Sweepstakes - July 18, 2008 - 16 
months of age British Columbia Golden 
Retriever Specialty 
Canada 

Saffire's Message In A Bottle aka Dory 
won Best In Sweeps at the British Columbia GR 
Specialty on the weekend of the Sporting Dog 
Spectacular on July 18, 2008.  Dory is owned 
and much loved by Louise Long and Ginger 
Miller of Seattle, Washington.  Dory was bred 
by Sheree Melhuish and Haley Whitcomb of 
Saffire Golden Retrievers.  Dory's littermate 
brother - Saffire's BlackMail BOSS was Best of 
Opposite in Sweeps at the Everglades Golden 
Retriever Club Specialty in March 08 at 9 
months of age.  Dory and Slick's sire is BISS 
Can/Am Ch Kalar's Four Paw Drive and their 
dam is Saffire's Gentlemen Puffer Blondz.  
Congratulations to Louise, Ginger and Dory!!!!   
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Southeastern Guide Dogs 

Presents a 

Special Saturday Open 
House 

September 27, 2008 
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

 Location: 4210 77th Street 
East 

Palmetto, FL 34221 
941-729-5665 

 
 

Come find out what 
Southeastern Guide Dogs 

is all about. Guide dog 
demonstrations, short 
program overviews & 

information will be 
available, along with a tour 

of the puppy kennel for 
some 

Puppy Hugging, 

visit the main kennel to see 
the big dogs and then drop 

by our gift shop. 

 

Southeastern Guide Dogs’ 
mission is to create and 

nurture a partnership 
between a visually impaired 
individual and a guide dog, 
facilitating life’s journey with 
mobility, independence and 

dignity. 

Legislative Watch- Dianne Makinny 
 
BROWARD COUNTY 
  
A meeting of Broward Friends of Animal Shelters was held in June 2008 
to discuss how to provide quality care for all animals in Broward Animal 
Care and Regulation shelters and to work toward becoming a “No Kill 
Shelter.” The no-kill goal is to save all animals except those who (1) are 
severely sick or injured and whose prognosis for rehabilitation is poor to 
grave and (2) vicious or dangerous dogs.   
  
Members of this group include dog fanciers, a dog behaviorist, Animal 
Rights extremists, etc. Already one member of this group wants to draft 
legislation which will only allow "responsible" breeders to breed. That is 
an extremely slippery slope that we don't need as far as the government 
deciding on what constitutes "responsible" breeding practices.   We will 
be watching this group closely to ensure that coercive legislation isn't 
proposed.  
  
VOLUSIA COUNTY 
  
Volusia County passed a punitive spay/neuter ordinance on June 5th 
which was based in part on the Palm Beach County ordinance passed 
earlier this year.  There are problems with some of the "qualifications" to 
obtain an unaltered dog or cat license including mandatory microchipping, 
language pertaining to "genetic defects", law enforcement dogs, etc. 
  
OVERPOPULATION? 
  
Stories that make you want to go....hmmmmmmmm..........County by 
county, laws have either been passed or are being proposed to address 
"overpopulation" of animals in shelters.....Palm Beach....St. Lucie 
County......Volusia County....Broward  County.  Yet, despite claims of 
"overpopulation", some counties are still importing dogs from off-
shore/foreign countries or other states.  The most recent imports are from 
a "puppy mill" rescue in Tennessee where 700 dogs were shipped to 
several organizations in other states.  The Broward County Humane 
Society received 130 of the Tennessee puppy mill dogs while Peggy 
Adams Animal Rescue League in Palm Beach County received 31. 
  
COUNTIES TO WATCH 
  
Rumors of more anti-animal owner/anti-breeder legislation 
abounds......counties on the watch list include Collier,  
Pasco, Walton, and Santa Rosa.  Stay tuned! 
  
  
Experience should teach us to be most on our guard to protect 
liberty when the government's purposes are beneficient... The 
greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of 
zeal, well meaning but without understanding. — Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandeis  
 



  
 
 
 
Hundreds of years ago, early doctors and herbalists told painful patients to chew the bark of the 
willow tree. They knew something in the bark caused pain and swelling to be reduced- little did they 
know that they were prescribing salicyclic acid, a component of the willow bark that inhibited an 
enzyme called cyclooxygenase. This enzyme , abbreviated COX, produces prostaglandins from fatty 
acids. These prostaglandins go on to cause pain and inflammation when they are released.  In the 
1850’s, a pharmacist used the  willow extract to make aspirin, and the first Non Steroidal Anti-
Inflammatories Drug, or NSAID was discovered.  
 
The problem with aspirin was that prostaglandins were not all bad. While prostaglandins are an 
important link in the inflammatory chain that leads to the bad effects of pain and inflammation, other 
prostaglandins did things such as help maintain an individual’s stomach lining and help keep blood 
flow to the kidneys. One of the side effects of aspirin, irritation of the stomach, was caused by the 
inhibition of the prostaglandins that also caused all the positive effects. It was not until the 1970’s that 
how aspirin worked was even understood. These drugs were later labeled “Non Steroidal Anti-
Inflammatories Drug” because they had many of the anti-inflammatory affects of cortisones, or 
steroids, without actually being a cortisone.  
 
With further research, it was found they were different kinds of prostaglandins  and different types of  
cyclooxygenase, or COX. COX-1 seems to be mainly good, helping with blood flow to the kidneys, 
although it does contribute to inflammation. Meanwhile, COX-2 mainly causes inflammation, and has 
primarily bad effects, although it does some have some benefits as well.  (There is also a COX-3, but 
this is complicated enough.) NSAIDs that were more COX-2 specific seemed to avoid many of the 
side effects that the early NSAIDs had, causing less stomach upset and kidney problems. (One 
should note that this COX-1/COX-2 relationship is much more complicated than presented here, and 
is still the focus of a large amount of research.) 
 
There are a variety of NSAIDs for people, including ibuprofen (Advil), Naproxin (Aleve), and 
Celecoxib (Celebrex) with different levels of effectiveness and side effects in each individual. For 
animals, the options are now many, including  the newer Rimadyl, Deramaxx, Zubrin, Previcox, and 
Metacam, as well as the older ones Ketofen, Banamine and Phenylbutazone. Most NSAIDs are 
species specific- so don’t take your dog’s Deramaxx. 
 
All of these newer NSAID’s have a small, but possible chance, of causing stomach, kidney or clotting 
problems in individuals. The biggest controversy has been how NSAIDs have been maligned as 
being unsafe due to supposed liver problems. The “original” pet NSAID, Rimadyl, was found to have 
an odd liver reaction in some pets. As a dog’s body was breaking down the drug, a metabolite 
reacted with the liver and caused the dog’s immune system to attack its own liver. The drug does 
nothing to the liver by itself, and is not toxic to the liver unless the immune reaction occurs. These 
reactions are idiosyncratic, which means they happen to seemingly unpredictable, random 
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Willow Bark to Rimadyl: the Controversy over NSAIDS 
Dr. Michael Rumore 



individuals. While some of the stories that originally came out seemed very frightening, the truth is 
that this reaction is a very rare occurrence, and most dogs who do have this reaction completely 
recover once the drug is discontinued. Unfortunately, this is not a Rimadyl exclusive reaction, but can 
happen with any NSAID. (Similar idiosyncratic immune reactions can occur with any substance, 
whether it is a drug, herb or even a food.) Other potential side effects, such as stomach ulcers and 
kidney damage, are typically avoided by giving the proper dose and not combining them with 
cortisone or using multiple NSAIDs simultaneously. As with any therapy, regularly following 
bloodwork to monitor organ function is always a wise choice. For a vast majority of dogs, NSAIDS 
used judiciously are a safe and very effective tool. 
 
Pain control is important, and NSAIDs are an effective, and generally safe, tool which can help. 
Proper use, and an understanding of the potential side effects, are needed to use them effectively. 
Hopefully, as research continues, drugs can be developed with out any chance of side effects. Our 
current choices are much safer then willow bark or aspirin, but are still far from side effect free. 
 
 




