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MEMBER BRAGS 
 
We are proud to announce that the “SEWING 
LITTER” seems to be doing quite well, the litter 
was bred by myself, Jacqueline Morasco, and 
Julie Kielts.  The sire is Reno and dam Brinkley 
and we are ‘SEW’ proud! 
 
Steadmor Questan’s Sewcial Butterfly “Fly” went 
Best in Match at the first ever Florida Gulf Coast 
Golden Retriever Club specialty match. O-Julie 
Kielts 
 
Steadmor Rockledge’s Heart and Sew’l  “Sheyna” 
went Best in Match in the annual Jacksonville 
puppy Match. O- Yale Goldman 
 
Steadmor Duckabush’s Sewfia Loren “Sewphie” 
won a Group 4 in a huge match put on by the 
Olympic Kennel Club in Washington State. 
O- Ellen Menshew 
 
Steadmor’s Spool Pigeon “Snitch” went Best in 
Match at the Colonial Terrier Club on September 
8th in Virginia. O- Jacqueline Morasco 
Hillock’s All The Way May “May” completed 
her 2nd leg at the MFGRC hunt test, she needs 
only 1 more leg for her J.H.title. 
O-Michele and Nate Whitney 
 

WELCOME HOME 

I saw him coming up the street, 
So spent and weary that his feet 
Seemed like two heavy weights of 
lead; 
Ah, he had known so hard a day, 
Small wonder that he looked that 
way, 
And slouched along with drooping head! 

Then, suddenly, with frantic shout, 
A little yellow dog rushed out 
A yard, to greet the tired man; 
He licked his hands, he kissed his 
face, 
Then dashed ahead in eager race, 
Then back again he gaily ran! 

The tired worker laughed aloud, 
Straightened his shoulders; through 
the crowd 
Pressed on; his feet seemed to take 
wings 
So fast he walked as he went up 
The street toward home the yellow 
pup 
All joyous leaps and caperings. 

O little dog so fond and true, 
Much good in life you surely do 
When you can make a man so spent 
Forget fatigue -- make him so glad 
He acts like any madcap lad, 
And laughs aloud with merriment! 

Louella C.Poole  
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FGCGRC 
 Offers  

PUPPY REFERAL 
 
 

If you are a member in good standing with 
FGCGRC and would like to list a litter please 

supply us with the following: 
 

OFA, Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (or 
foreign equivalent such as OVC) "Fair, Good, 
Excellent" hips and "Normal" elbows for both 

sire and dam.  
 

CERF clearance for eyes free from disease for 
both sire and dam. This needs to be dated 

within 12 months of the breeding. 
 

Heart clearance for heart free from disease for 
both sire and dam. 

 
A check made out to FGCGRC for $50 (this 

amount is split equally between FGCGRC and 
GRRMF, which is our affiliated rescue.) 

 
Please mail copies of all this information to one 

of our coordinators: 
 

Natalie Willis 
3819 Harrogate Drive 

Valrico, FL 33594  
813-643-4237 

 
Kristen Spius 

PO Box 94 
Morriston, FL 32668 

352-528-0539 
 
 

Have you noticed I’m trying to sleep ? 

LITTER LISTINGS: 
 
Sire: Pekays Day Trader 
Dam: Kandilands Good Thinking 
Clearances have been received by FGCGRC 
puppy referral personnel 
Whelped: 9/8/07 
M-10 / F-1 
Breeders: Sally Anne Rowland, Jeanny 
Candamo and Vicente Zuniaga 
(941) 322-9791 HOME 
(941) 266-6433 CELL 
circusgoldens@earthlink.net 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Want to see your Goldens casual picture being featured 
through out this news letter?   

If so please submit photos in JPEG form to Jacqueline 
Morasco at Jmdogs@verizon.net 
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The Gums- Window to the Heart 
Dr. Michael Rumore 
Lake Seminole Animal Hospital 
www.LakeSeminoleAH.com 
 
 
Everyone should regularly look in their dogs’ mouth, and this does not mean a dental exam. 
While we have all learned how dental disease can lead to bacteria in the bloodstream, or 
septicemia, and cause everything from kidney and spinal diseases to poor birth weights, there 
is much more in your dog’s mouth then teeth. For this segment we will focus on the “window 
to the heart”- the gums. 
 
In Traditional Chinese medicine, tongue and gum color is an indicator of general body and 
organ health. In western medicine, while we don’t rely quite so heavily on the oral mucous 
membranes, they do tell a significant story. The moist tissue in the mouth is one of the few 
places we can “see” blood. The gums in the average dog are light to medium pink, and this 
pink is from the large amount of blood relatively near the surface. This is why a dog that is 
anemic will begin to turn pale. Dogs that are jaundiced, or have a yellow pigment in their 
blood often secondary to liver problems, will have a yellow tinge. Blue gums are a severe lack 
of oxygen- oxygen turns the hemoglobin pigment in the blood cells a red color. This oxygen is 
also why arteries, which carry oxygen rich blood, are often bright red, and veins are darker to 
almost blue. The veins are returning the “used” oxygen-poor blood to the heart and lungs for 
re-oxygenation.  Bright red gums can be from carbon monoxide poisoning, which affects the 
hemoglobin by binding sites needed for oxygen. 
 
Beyond readily seeing the color of the blood, gums also give us window to cardiovascular 
health through the Capillary Refill Time, or CRT. This simple test involves pressing on the 
gums until they blanche, or turn white. By releasing the press, the tissue should return to its 
normal pink state within 2 seconds. Longer is an indication of the heart having trouble moving 
blood properly through the cardiovascular system. This can happen in heart failure, or 
sometimes shock. “Shock” occurs when there is a sudden drop in blood pressure, which 
leads to the body tissues getting an inadequate blood, and consequently oxygen, supply. This 
lack of oxygen can lead to unconsciousness and potential organ failure.  
 
The CRT is vitally important in trauma assessment. Many times we have seen what appears 
to be a healthy, normal animal after a trauma- they are wagging their tail and walking around 
as though nothing happened. When we check their capillary refill time, we see a prolonged 
time of 4 or 5 seconds, and then realize that while they may appear normal, they are 
approaching a severe cardiovascular collapse, and potentially death, unless corrective action 
is taken quickly. There may have been a ruptured spleen, a twist of the bowel, or some other 
severe, superficially unapparent disaster. All dog owners should practice the CRT on their 
own pets- look to see what normal looks like. Knowing that “something is wrong” and taking 
quick action can buy valuable time in an emergency. Learning how to open that “window to 
the heart” and looking in could save your dogs life. 
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FGCGRC JULY MEETING MINUTES 
 
The second meeting of the Florida Gulf Coast Golden Retriever Club (hereafter referred to as FGCGRC) 
was called to order by Moderator Julie Kielts on July 10, 2007 at 8:10 p.m., at the home of Valerie and 
David Garcia in Wesley Chapel, Fl.  
Present:  Erika Bigott, Karen Brady, Joan Cleary, Deborah Farris, Valerie Garcia, Julie Kielts, Dr. Judy 
Landis, Sheree Melhuish, Jane Myers, Emily Rowe, Sally Anne Rowland, Laura Topping, Michelle 
Whitney, Nate Whitney, Natalie Willis and Debbie Young. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes of the previous meeting were given to all present for review.  A motion to accept the 
minutes as read was made by Debbie Young and seconded by Natalie Willis.  All approved. 
 
Old Business:   
1) Julie emphasized the need to elect Key officers.   
 A) Treasurer:  Michelle Whitney.  A motion to nominate Michelle was made by Debbie 
Young and seconded by Natalie Willis.  All approved. 
 B) Secretary/Historian:  Deborah Farris.  A motion to nominate Deborah was Made by 
Sheree Melhuish and seconded by Julie Kielts.  All approved. 
 C) President:  Julie Kielts.  A motion to nominate Julie was made by Natalie Willis and 
seconded by Deborah Farris.  All approved. 
 D) Vice-President:  Natalie Willis.  A motion to nominate Natalie was made by Sheree 
Melhuish and seconded by Debbie Young.  All approved. 
 E) AKC Delegate:  Jane Myers.  A motion to nominate Jane was made by Sally Anne 
Rowland and seconded by Laura Topping.  All approved. 

F) Membership:  Valerie Garcia.  A motion to nominate Valerie was made by Laura 
Topping and seconded by Debbie Young.  All approved. 

2) Schedule of events for the year. 
 A) Natalie Willis made a motion that we hold quarterly rather than monthly Events for our 
first year.  The motion was seconded by Sheree Melhuish. 
  All approved.  The following events were planned: 
  1) 3rd Quarter (July/Aug/Sept 07)  Fun Match held following Best in Show at the 
Sarasota, FL shows on July 7, 2007. 
  2) 4th Quarter (Oct/Nov/Dec 07)  George Alston Handling Seminar to be held ctober 
13th & 14th at the Upper Suncoast Dog Training Club in Clearwater, FL.  Beginner and Advanced classes 
to be held as well as opportunity to observe.  Twenty training positions will be available for both the 
beginner and advanced levels.  There is no limit on the number of observers.  The cost for the Seminar is: 
   Members - $125 participant/ $50 observer 
   Non-Members - $150 participant/ $75 observer 
   Pre-registration is offered to members from now until Aug. 1, 2007 at which time 
registration will be open to the general public. 
   Michelle Whitney will be the event Secretary.  Registrations and Monies are to be 
sent to her. 
   1st Quarter (Jan/Feb/March 08)  Tracking Seminar.  To be conducted by Julie 
Kielts brother.  Particulars will be discussed at a future meeting time. 
   2nd Quarter (Apr/May/June 08)  Grooming Seminar to be conducted by Jane 
Myers at her Kennel Facility.  Particulars to be decided at a future meeting time. 
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B) Monthly Meeting Schedule: 
August 7th – Natalie Willis’s home in Val Rico, FL 
September 11th – Michelle Whitney’s home in Largo, FL 
October 2nd – at either Peggy’s or Hookers Restaurant in Palm Harbor, FL 
November 6th – Debbie Young’s home in Pinellas Park, FL 
December 11th – CDB’s Restaurant in Temple Terrace, FL  This meeting will be our Annual Meeting.  
Sheree Melhuish made a motion that we present End of Year Awards for both club members and their 
dogs.   
The motion was seconded by Karen Brady.  All approved.  Officers and board members for the 
following year will also be elected at this time.  Nominations for these positions will be made prior to 
the Annual meeting, per the FGCGRC by-laws.   
Board meetings for the year 2007 will be held 30 minutes prior to each monthly meeting. 
3) Membership:  A motion to bypass the reading of new member applications for approval for the 
current applications on hand was made by Natalie Wills and seconded by Sheree Melhuish.  The 
motion was approved.  Membership is open to those expressing a desire to join by following the 
guidelines of acceptance, that is: submitting a signed application, a signed Code of Ethics and paying 
the appropriate annual dues and will follow the FGCGRC by-laws.   Discussion was made regarding 
our existing Yahoo Group membership.  It was agreed that members and non-members could be a part 
of this group.  However, the club roster would be available to club members only.  This roster will be 
updated each quarter by Valerie Garcia and made available to all current members. 
4) Bylaws:  A motion to accept our current Bylaws was made by Sheree Melhuish and seconded 
by Laura Topping.  All approved.  These will stand as written awaiting AKC approval.  At this time 
Julie discussed AKC requirements for voting; that is, a quorum of at least 20% of the membership must 
be present. 
5) Code of Ethics: A motion was made by Natalie Willis to follow the AKC COE as the basis of 
our club COE.  The motion was seconded by Sally Anne Rowland.  Sally Anne will format on a secure 
PDF file the COE and Membership Application to prevent changes to both documents and post a copy 
of both on the Yahoo Group file. 
6) Logo:  Annie Doucette is currently designing a logo for consideration.  One recommendation 
was the use of a sunset in the design.  It was suggested that we keep the design simple for easy transfer 
when printing on various products. 
7) Internet meetings:  Julie advised these are not permitted. 
 
New Business:  
1) Mission Statement:  The following Mission Statement was presented for approval: 
We are a member driven and oriented club who strive to embrace and educate those owners and 
breeders dedicated to the betterment of the Golden Retriever breed.  
We believe the Golden is a multi-purpose dog and offer activities for all venues in which they 
participate.  
It is our purpose to encourage its members to perfect through selection, breeding and training the type 
of dog most suitable in all respects for work as a companionable gun dog, and to do all in its power to 
protect and advance the interests of Golden Retrievers in every endeavor. 
 Those present were asked to read and comment about suggested changes or additions. 
2) A suggestion was made by Valerie Garcia to hold tail-gaiting parties at some of the upcoming 
dog shows and events as a way to get to know each other better. 
 All agreed enthusiastically. 
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3) Treasurers Report:  Newly elected Treasurer, Michelle Whitney, read the Treasurers Report as 
submitted by Natalie Willis, the interim Treasurer until such office was filled.   
 Income: Dues  $  720.00 
   Match      115.00 
   Raffle   1,238.00 
            TOTAL $2,073.00 
 Expenditures:  None – all club expenditures to date have been donated by various club members 
4) Rescue Liaison: Emily Rowe.  A motion to nominate Emily was made by Natalie Willis and 
seconded by Debbie Young.  All approved.   
5) Puppy Referral:  Julie advised that AKC and GRCA recommends we have a puppy referral program 

in place.  Before representatives are chosen, a discussion re: puppy referral guidelines will be made 
and put into place.  These will be discussed at the next monthly meeting. 

6) It was advised that 50% of the FGCGRC club members must also be GRCA members in order for     
our club to be accepted by GRCA. 

7) It was decided that thank you cards should be sent to all of those who donated products and services 
for our recent Fun Match and Raffle.  Teresa Bradley volunteered to send the cards. 
8) DNA Clinic:  It was suggested by Sheree Melhuish that we combine a DNA clinic with our 

upcoming Clearance clinic.  Sheree will research this possibility and advise re: things necessary to do 
this. 

9) Sheree also suggested we host a “Back To Basics’ seminar.  This would be a two-part seminar 
conducted by three long-time breeders.  Sheree will contact various breeders and submit a list of 
names for a vote. 

10) Julie suggested we use Wachovia Bank for our clubs banking needs.  All approved. 
11) Natalie Willis had noting to report re: progress in researching possible Insurance programs for the 

club.  She will update at a later time. 
12) It was decided that club dues submitted after October, 2007, will not carry over for the year 2008.  

All club member dues will be due again in January 2008.  This will change in the upcoming years. 
13) Jane Myers is in the process of finding a CPA for the club and will update with possibilities at the 

next meeting. 
14) Deborah Farris submitted an ad opportunity offered by the GRCA for clubs to advertise their titled 

Hunt and Field dogs in the upcoming Nov/Dec Field Issue of the GRNews.  Further discussion and 
decision will be made at the next meeting.  The deadline for submission is in August 2007. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Michelle Whitney and seconded by Laura Topping.  All approved.  The 
meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  The next board meeting will be held at the home of Natalie Willis on August 
7th, 2007 at 7:00, followed by the monthly club 
Meeting at 7:30. 
 
Submitted by Deborah Farris, Secretary    
July 11, 2007 
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FGCGRC AUGUST BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 

The August meeting of the Florida Gulf Coast Golden Retriever Club Board of Officers was called to order 
by President Julie Kielts on August 7, 2007 at 7:15 p.m. at the home of Natalie Willis in Valrico, FL.   
 
Present:  Deborah Farris, Valerie Garcia, Julie Kielts, Jane Myers, Emily Rowe, and Natalie Willis.  
Guests:  Erika Bigott, Judy Landis, Greg Myers and Debbie Young. 
 
Report of President:  AKC status is still pending, possibly for next four to six weeks.  The club name and 
area venue is the only thing that has been approved. 
 
Report of Secretary:  Nothing to report. 
 
Report of Treasurer:  The following report was submitted in Michelle Whitney’s absence: Cash in box $  
762.00 
  Match/Raffle     560.00 
  Dues      595.00 
  Seminar  1,525.00 
  TOTAL $3,442.00 
**Note:  It was noted that the amounts given may be in wrong categories and will be corrected upon the 
Treasurer’s return. 
 
Report of Special Committees: 
 George Alston Seminar:  Paid to date: 8 advanced, 7 beginners, 1 observer. 
 RDOD:  Emily Rowe, the event chair, presented a copy of the Application for use of a shelter (#12 
by the Dog Park/Beach) at Ft. Desoto Park.  The event is scheduled for September 15, 2007 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 noon.  Research is being done re: the need for insurance for the event.  Julie reported that sports 
reporter Chip Carter and former Buc’s player, Mark Robinson have agreed to participate.  Emily Rowe 
advised that she will be setting up and manning the Rescue table.  Discussion of various events was made 
with the possibility of a 4-H match, Face Painting booth, CGC conducted by John Pfohler, SPOT, 
Microchip Clinic, and information presented regarding hurricane preparedness. 
The need for members to bring pop-up tents and chairs was addressed. 
Club Insurance:  Continued research is being done to locate an insurance company for the club.  In the 
meantime, Debbie Young presented an app for Event Insurance if needed for the upcoming Seminar and 
RDOD. 
Non-Profit status:  Julie reported that Blake Melhuish is in the process of obtaining all necessary 
information to file for non-profit status, hopefully this week. 
 
Election of New Membership:  The following applications for membership were read by Valerie Garcia 
for board approval:  Annie Doucette, Rick and Trish Becraft, Erika Bigott, Bobby and Kim Albertus, Kim 
and Linda Hitchcock, and Nancy Sigmond.  All were approved for membership voting. 
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Old Business: 
 Yahoo Group List:  Rules (i.e. no forwarding of posts allowed) was discussed.   
All agreed that this would not be allowed, that information discussed on the group forum should remain 
in the membership only.  It was agreed that there would be a 30-day limit of participation on the group 
list for non-members.  It was suggested that a New Member Questionnaire be sent to those desiring to 
participate in the Yahoo Group List so that a name could be attached to an email address before being 
allowed to join the group list.  It was also suggested that every new member introduce themselves on the 
group list by writing a brief bio of themselves, their dogs, their interests and participation in the breed, 
etc.  A motion was made by Jane Myers and seconded by Valerie Garcia.  All approved. 
A suggestion was made by Valerie Garcia to have club business cards printed to help advertise our club.  
Jane Myers donated her match raffle win of  business cards offered by Sally Ann Rowland.   
 
 Logo:  Jane Myers attended the meeting with a t-shirt printed and a hat embroidered with the 
club logo (pending approval) designed by Anney Doucette. Jane Myers made a motion that the board 
approve the logo design.  Deborah Farris seconded the motion.  All approved.  Products sporting the new 
logo will be available for sale.  Jane Myers will report the items available and the cost of each item to 
the club members as soon as all information is obtained. 
 
 Location/Time of Meetings:  Because of the inconvenience of conducting all meetings on a 
Tuesday evening, it was agreed that monthly board and general meetings would be held on various 
nights of the week.  The September meeting will be held at the home of Michelle Whitney in Largo, FL 
on Wednesday, Sept.12th.  The Board meeting will begin at 7:00 followed by the general meeting at7:30 
p.m.  The October Meeting will be held on Thursday, October 4th.  The November meeting will be held 
in conjunction with the Ocala shows, date and time to be decided at the next meeting. 
 
 AKC Status:  See above President’s report 
 
 Mission Statement:   Deborah Farris made a motion to accept the Mission Statement as written.  
Jane Myers seconded the motion.  All approved.   
 
 Tail Gate Party:  It was agreed that we would hold our first tailgate party one evening at the 
Ocala shows in November.  The date, time and place to be decided at the next meeting.  It was also 
suggested that we provide breakfast one morning at the Ocala shows.  Jane will contact the show chair to 
see if they would like us to provide food and drinks in exchange for a free parking spot to hold our 
meeting. An update will be given at the upcoming meetings. 
 
 Thank You Cards:  It was reported that Theresa Bradley has written and sent thank you cards to 
those who helped make our first Match a success.  Jane Myers advised that she received a thank you 
from the Venice show chair thanking the club for the raffle event.  It was noted that Debbie Farris will 
need a copy of this for the Historian file.  Julie made a motion that we hold an annual match at the 
Venice shows.  The motion was seconded by Debbie Young.  All approved.   
 
 GRCA Hunt/Field Issue & Ad:  It was agreed that we would not be purchasing an ad for this 
year’s issue. 
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New Business:  
 
 AKC Name & Venue Approval:  Julie explained the process from acceptance by the AKC of 
the club name and approval.  At this point AKC has received and is reviewing our full presentation.  It 
will take 4-6 weeks until we hear back from AKC in regards to full approval.   
  
 New Applicants Contact: It was agreed that no ‘welcome packets’ for new club members 
would be available at this time due to cost.  Valerie will research the availability of free brochures 
offered by AKC and GRCA, a glossary of terms, etc. for future packets. 
 
 Nominating Committee for 2008:  Julie advised the need to choose a nominating Committee 
for next year’s officers.  The committee is to consist of 3 members and 2 alternates with no more than 
1 board member.  Those nominated were:   
 Debbie Young, Emily Rowe and Valerie Garcia.  Alternates: Erika Bigott and Deborah Farris.  
Jane Myers made a motion that these be accepted.  Natalie Willis seconded the motion.  All approved. 
  

Puppy Referral:  Discussion was made re: the guidelines regulating our club’s Puppy referral 
policy.  All agreed that our puppy referral program should embrace the following goals:  That referral 
be used as a source of education.  That we  should have a program that does its best to help to place 
sound, healthy puppies in the homes of those seeking puppies.  That we do all we can to discourage the 
public from resorting to buying puppies from pet stores, or puppy mill environments.  It was decided 
that we would accept the GRCA’s requirement of hip, elbow, heart and current eye clearances as our 
requirement for listing a litter.  Only current club members in good standing will be allowed to list.  It 
was agreed that a certain number of meetings attended each year and/or participation at a club event 
would not be a requirement to list in the interest of providing as many litters as possible to refer the 
pet-buying public to.  Several motions accompanying these goals were made and discussed.  They are:  
1)  Jane Myers made a motion that we charge $100 fee to list each litter.  Natalie Willis seconded the 
motion.  The motion was denied.  2)  Julie Kielts made a motion that no listing fee be required but that 
an appropriate donation be made by the breeder listing to one of the Florida rescue groups.  It was 
seconded by Deborah Farris.  The motion was denied.  3)  Natalie Willis made a motion that we charge 
a $50 fee with ½ of the fee ($25) going to the club for listing and ½ ($25) to be donated to rescue 
(GRRMF, Inc. since it serves our club’s immediate area).  Debbie young seconded the motion.  All 
approved.  It was agreed that we would have a Puppy Referral team consisting of three members.  
Natalie Willis agreed to be a Puppy Referral Representative.  Kristen Sipus has expressed a desire to 
work in Puppy Referral and will be given that opportunity.  Julie Kielts will contact her before the next 
meeting.  A suggestion was made to ask if Jerrie Morrison would be interested is becoming a 
representative.  Jane Myers made a motion that we waive Jerrie’s membership dues because of 
hardship.  The motion was seconded by Valerie Garcia.  All approved.  Val will contact Jerrie to advise 
her that if she’d like to be a member she needs to fill out and send in her Code of Ethics and 
Membership Application.  Once she joins the club (with her dues waived) Julie will contact Jerrie re: 
her possible acceptance of the position of puppy referral representative.  
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